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Nw MB. XXVL 


The SPECTATOR. 





Pallida mors equo pulfat pede pauperum tabernas 
Regumque turres, 0 beate Sexti, . oe 
Vite: fumma brevis fpem nos vetat inchoare longam: 


fam te premet nox, fabuleque manes, 
Et domus exils Plutonia —. 


Hot. 





Friday, March 30. 1711. 





YT HEN [am in.-a ferious Humotr, I 

very often walk by my felf in Weftmin- 

fier Abbey ; where the Gloominefs of 

the Place, and the Ufe to which it is 

applied, with the Solemnity'of the Building; and 
the Condition of the People who lye in it, are 
apt to fill the Mind with ehied of Melancholy, or 
rather Thoughtfulnefs, that is not difayreeable. 
I Yefterday pafs’d a whole Afternoon in the Church- 
yard, the Cloyfters, and the Church, amufing my 
iclf with the Tomb-ftones and’ Infcriptions that 
I met with in thofe fevetal Regions of the Dead. 
Moft of them recorded nothing elfe of the buried 
Perfon, but that he was born upon one Day and died 
upon another : The whole Hiftory of his Life, be- 


. ing comprehended in thofe two Circumftances that 


are common to all Mankind: I could not but look 
upon thefe Regifters of Exiftence, whether of Brafs 
or Marble, as a kind of Satyf upon the departed 
Perfons ; who had left no other Memorial of them, 
but that they were born and that they died. They 
put me in mind of feveral Perfons mentioned in 
the Battles of Heroic Poets, who have founding 
Names given them, for no other Reafon but that 


* they may be killed, and are celebrated for nothing 


but being knocked on the Head. 

Taadxov Te Medivla ve Oevnacody 7. Hort. 
Glaucumque, Medonta ue, Therfilochumue, Virg. 
The Life of thefe Men is finely defcribed in Holy 
Writ, by the Path of an Arrow which is imhediately 

clofed up and loft. 


Upon my going into the Church; I entertain’d 
my felf-with the digging of a Grave; and faw in e- 


very Shovel-full of it that was thrown up, the 
Fragment of a Bone or Skull intermixt with a kind 


of frefh mouldering Earth that fome time or 
other had a Place in the Compofition of an humane 
Body. . Upon this, I began to confider with my 
felf what innumerable Multitudes of People lay 
confus’d together under the Pavement of that an- 
cient Cathedral; how Men and Women, Friends 
and Enemies, Priefts and Soldiers, Monks and Pre- 
bendaries, were crumbled. amongft one another, and 
blended together in the fame common Mafs; how 
Beaity, Strength, and Youth, with Old-age, Weak- 
nefs, and Deformity, lay undiftinguifh’d in the fame 
promifcuous Heap of Matter. 


_After having thus furveyed this great Magazine 
of Mortality, as it were inthe Lump, I examined 
it more particularly by the Accounts which I found 
on feveral of the Monuments that are raifed in 
every Quarter of that ancient Fabrick. Some of 
them were covered with fuch extravagant Epitaphs, 
that, if it were poffible for the dea Perfon to b2 
acquainted with them, he would blufh at the 
Praifes which his Friends had beftow’d upon him. 
There are others fo exceffively modeft, that they 
deliver the Character of the Perfon departed in 
Greek or.Hebrew, and by that Means are not 
underftood once ina Twelve-month. In the poeti- 
cal Quarter, I found there were Poets that had no 


Monuments, and Monuments that had no Poets. 


I obferved indeed that the prefent War had filled 
the Church with many of thefe uninhabited Monu- 
rhents, which had been erefted to the Memory of 
Perfons whofe Bodies were perhaps buried in the 
Plains of Llexhcim of in the Bofom of the Ocean. 
I could not but be very mtich delighted with 
fevcral modern Epitaphs, which are written with 
_ ‘Elegatce of Expreffion and Juftnefs of 
hought, and therefore do Honour to the Living as 
well asto the Dead. Asa Foreigner is very apt to 
conceive an Idea of the Ignorance or Politenefs of 
p* * aNa. 














a Nation from the Turn of their publick Monu- 
ments and Infcriptions, they fhould be fubmitted to 
the Perufal of Men of Learning and Genuus before. 
they are put in Execution. Sir Cloudgfly Shovel’s 
Monument hag very often given me great Offence: 
Inftead of the brave rough Englith Admiral, which 
was the diftinguifhing Character of that plain gal- 
lant Man, he 1s reprefented on his Tomb by the 
Figure of a Beau, drefs’d in a long Perriwig, and 
repofing himfelf upon Velvet Cufhions under a Ca- 
nopy of State. ‘Che Infcription is anfwerable to 
the Monument ; for inftead of celebrating the ma- 
ny temarkable Actions he had performed 1n the Ser- 
= of his Country, it acquaints us only with the 

anner of his Death, in which it was impoffible 
for him to reap any Honour. The Dutch, whom 
we are apt to defpiie for want of Genius, fhew an 
infinitely greater ‘T'afte of Antiquity and Politenefs in 
their Buildings and Works of this Nature, than what 
we meet within chofe of our own Country. The 
Monuments of their Admirals, which have been e- 
refted at the publick Expence, reprefent emi like 
themfelves ; and are adorn’d with roftral Crowns 
and naval Ornaments, with beautiful Feftoons of 
Shells and Coral. 


But to return to our Subje&t. I have left the 
Repofitory of our Englifh Kings for the Contem- 
nen of another Day, when | fhall find my Mind 

ifpofed for fo ferious an Amufement. I know that 
Entertainments of this Nature, are‘apt to raife dark 
and difmal Thoughts in timorous Minds and gloomy 
Imaginations ; but for my own Part, though | am 
always ferious, I donot know what it is to be melan- 
choly ; and can therefore take a View of Nature in 


her ‘deep and folemn Scenes, with the fame Plea- 
fure as in her moft gay and delightful ones. By 
this Means Ican improve my felf with thofe Objects, 
which othétsconfider with ‘Terrour. When Flook up- 


on the Tombsof the Great, every Emotion of En- 
vy dies inme ; when Tread the Epitaphs of the Beau- 
tiful, every inordinate Defire gnes out ; when I meet 
with the Grief of Parents upon a Tomb-ftone, m 
Heart melts with Compaffion; whenI fee the Tom! 
of the Parents themfelves, I confider the Vanity of 

ieving for thofe whom we muft quickly follow : 

hen I fee Kings lying by thofe who 13 He them; 
when I confider rival Wits plac’d Side by Side, or 
the holy Men that divided the World with their 
Contefts and Difputes, I refleét with Sorrow and A- 
ftonifhment on the little Competitions, Fations, and 
Debates of Mankind®” When I read the feveral 
Dates of the Tombs, of fome that- dy’d Yefterday, 
and fome fix hundred Years ago, I confider that 
great Day when we fhall allof us be Contempora- 
ries, and make our Appearance together. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


, Jo Poblitid, =, 
‘Fhe Hiftoty of the Retolutions in Sweden; oc- 
cafion’d by the. Change of Religion and Alteration of the Govern- 
feent in that Kingdom. Written originally in French by the Abbot 
Vertot, and Trarilated into Englith by J. Mitchel, M.D. The 3d E- 
dition, wherein 1s added an acurate Map ot Sweden engrav’d by Mr. 
Moll. Printed for Tim. Childe at the White-Hart in St. Paul's 


rch-yard, . - ° 

Mifcellanies by the late Lord Marquis of Hallifax, 
viz. Advice to @ Daughter. The Charafer of a Trimmer. The 
Anatomy of an Equivalent. A Letter to a Diffenter, cautions for 
Choice of Parliament Men, A rough Draught of a new Model at 
Sea. Maxims of State, &c. Printed for D. Midwinter at the shrec 
Crowns in 8t. Paul’s Church-yard, 


» The Appearance of God ta Man in the Gofpel, 
and the Gofpel Change ; with a Difcourfe ef Prayer, and fever.t 
Difcourfes from Places of Scripture. By Mr. Peter St.rry, formeriy 
of Emanuel College in Cambridge. The Adveriifement to the Reader 
thews the great Efteem that Eminent Divine Dr, Whitchcott hed of 
the Author. Sold’by A. Baldwin at the Oxford. Arms in Waiwick. 


Lane. 
. Juft Pablith’d, 
Mr, J. Gadbury’s Aftrological Seaman ; directing 


Merchants, Mariners, Captains of Ships, Gunners, &c. How, Uy 
God's Blefling, they may efcape divers Dangers which commonly 
happenin the Ocean: With a Diary of the Weather for 21 Years; 
and his Obfervations thereon,,; Leing a Book of general Ufe as cil 
as Curiofity. Price botind 3864. Printed for G.Suwiriige in Littles 
Britain, where may be had Sir W. Read's Tiveuie cf the Byes, very 
proper for Families, Price boun! 28 6 d. 

: _ Juft pubiith'd, 

The Rights of the Clerg; of the Chriftien Church ; 
Or, A Dilcourle thewing, that God has given and appropriated tot ¢ 
Clergy; Authority to Ordain, Bapsize, Preach, .Prefide in Church. 
Prayer, and Comftcrate the Lord’s Supper.- Wherein allo the Pre- 
tended Divine Kight of the Layety to Bieét, either the Pecloxs to be 

. Ordained, or their own particular Patiors, is Examin’d and Dilprov’d, 
By Tho, Bennet, M.A. Kettor of St. James's in Colchetter. Printed 
for J, Knapton at the Crown in St, Paul’s Church-yard : And Suld by 
Eimund Jeffery, Bookleller.in Cambridge. Price 5 s. 

. The Fire of the Alcar ; or, certain Directions how 
to raife. the Soul into holy Flames before; at, and after the receiving 
the bleffed Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper; with fuitable Prayers 
and Devotions. To which is prefix'd a Dialogue betwixt a Chriftian 
and his own Confcience, concerning the Real Nature of the Chriftian 
Religion. By Anthony Horneck, D. D. Frinted for H. and G: Mo:t- 
lock at the Phoenix in $t. Paul’s Church-yard. 

Preiectiones Poetica : In Schola Naturalis Philo- 
fophiz Oxon, Habitx, Authore Jofepho Trapp, A. M. Coil, Wadi, 
Socio & Prelectore Publit Lectux Posticw ; a Vireo infignidiiny b, 
Henrico Birkhead, Coll. Omnium Animarum olim Socio in celleberri- 
ma Univerfitate Oxonienfi nuper Fundate. Oxonii e Theatro shel- 
doniano, Impenfis Bernardi Lintott Bibliopole Londinenfis, Price 
bound 2s, 6d. al Rent 
The Ufe, Meafures, and Manner of Chriftian 
Fafting, efpecially with regard to the moft holy Paflion. week: 
To which is added, a Sermon on Acts 17. 3,4. Lately Preach'd az 
Triploe neat Cambridge. By Edmund Brome, B.D. and Fel'dw 
of St. John’s College in Cambridge. Printed for R. Thurlbourn, 
Bookfeller, in Cambridge ; and Sold by J. Knapton at the Crown, 
and R. Knaplock at the Bithop’s-Head, in St. Paul's Church-yard, 
London. 


Newly publith'd the 2d Edition of, 


_ The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper explain’d ta. 
the meanieft Capacity, in a Femiliar Dialogue between a Minifter and 
one of his Parifhoners :’ Wherein is fhew'd the Inftitution, Nature, 
End, and Defign of it; our Obligation to it, the Preparation ne- 
ceffary for it, and our Behaviour at, and after it. Together with 
Prayers proper for the Occafion. Printed for Rob. Knaplock at the 
Bifhop’s-Head in St. Paul’s Church-yard. Price 3d. or 205. the 1¢0. 
Juft Publith’d, 

. Religious Wifdom the beft Treafure. A Sermon 
Preach’d before the Worfhipful Company of Goldfmiths, at St. Mary, 
Ie Bow, on Feb. 6.1710-12. By George Dell, L.L.B. Redtor of Foul-. 
nefsin Effex. Publith’d at the Requeft of the Stewards, and ethers 
of the Audience, Printed for Wm Innys at the Prince’s-Arms in 
&t. Paul’s, Church-yard. 


An Expofition of the Church Catechifm; for the 
Ute of the Diocefe of a. the Right Reverend Pather in: 
God Gilbert Lord Bithop of + Printed for John Churchill at 
the black Swan in Pater-nofter-row. — 

Juft publith’d, 

The Art of Englith Poetry, containing, I. Rules 
for snaking Verfes. If. A Collection of the moft natural, agreeable: 
and fablime Thoughts, viz. Allufions, Similes, Defcriptions and’ 
Characters of Perfons and ‘Things that are to be found in the beft 
Exglith Poets. Ill, A Di@ionary of Rhymes. By Edward Byfshe, 
Gent. The Fourth Edition, 8vo. Printed for Sam. Buckley, at the 
Dolphin in Little-Britain, and Soli by the Book(ellers. 


Gloftographia Anglicana Nova: Or, A DiGionaty 
interpreting fuch hard Words of whatfoever Ltanguage, as are at pres, 
fent ufed in the Englifh Tongue, with their Etymologies, Definitions, 
&c. alfo the Terms of Divinity, Law, Phyfick, &c. from the be‘t 
Mocern Authors, as Sir HMaac Newton, Dr. Harris, Dr. Gregory,&<, 
very uleful to all thofe that defire to underitand what they Read. 
Printed for D, Midwinicr at the 3 Crowns in St, Paul’s Church-yad . 


Short Inftructions for the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper ; and all Objections to it Anfwer’d: Together with a Sermon, 
fhewing the Church to be the Place of Communion, an! the Office of 

‘ the Clergy to be Joviolable, To which are added fhort Prayers upon’ 
thefame Occafion. By Richard Roots, M. A. Rector of Chilinark- 
in Wilts, Oxford, Printed for Stephen Fletcher, Bookfeller, and Sold 
by J. Knapron at the Crown in St. Pauls Church-yard, and W. Tay- 
lor at the ship in Pater-Nolter-Row, Bookfellers in London. Pr. 3 4. 


’ 





LONDON: Printed forSam. Buckley, at the Dolphin in Little-Britain, and 
Sold by 4. Baldwin in Warwick-Lane where Advertifements are taken in; 


as alfo by Charles Lilie, 
the Strand, 


Pexfumer, at the Corner of Beauford-Buildings in 





